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Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


CLM  Conference  sees  attendance  rise 

By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Church  library  specialists  from 
across  Mississippi  gathered  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  on  October  3-4  for  the 
32nd  annual  Church  Library  Ministry 
(CLM)  Conference.  However,  if  the 
name  sounds  a  little  different  from  past 
years  to  most  folks,  there's  a  reason. 

"Participants  at  this  year’s  confer¬ 
ence  voted  to  change  the  name  of  the 
program  from  Church  Media  Library, 
which  has  been  in  use  for  many  years, 
to  Church  Library  Ministry.  The 
change  was  made  to  be  consistent 
with  the  national  program,  which 
recently  changed  to  Church  Library 
Ministry,"  said  Ian  Richardson,  core 
ference  coordinator  and  communica¬ 
tions  director  for  the  •  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  in  Jackson. 

Richardson  said  105  people  represent¬ 
ing  20  Mississippi  Baptist  associations  reg¬ 
istered  at  the  conference.  "The  attendance 

-  was  the  largest  number  PROMOTING  HISTORY  —  Mary  Broussard  (standing),  media  library  director  at  Denham 

|  P  P  I  we've  had  at  the  con-  Springs  Church  in  Denham  Springs,  La.,  leads  a  session  entitled,  Promoting  Your  Church  History, 

.  4**M*j®  Iteence  in  recent  years,"  on  October  3  during  the  2003  ChurCtrttbi<Jl  7' Ministry  Conference  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  A 
he  pointed  out.  total  of  105  people  participated  in  the  conference.  (BR  photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

r*  Speakers  included:  - — - - - - - — 

•  Morlee  Maynard,  I  have  learned  about  church  libraries  has  ence  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  program  s 
director  of  church  library  come  from  these  conferences  and  that's  why  history.  "The  participation  was  excellent, 
ministry  for  LifeWay  these  conferences  are  so  good,"  she  said.  There  was  a  variety  of  interesting  speak- 

S__  n  Christian  Resources  in  Swain  estimated  that  about  700  individ-  ers  and  topics.  There  were  several  new 
I  W  Nashville.  uals  are  registered  with  the  Mississippi  church  librarians,  which  is  always 

X  O  •  Mary  Broussard,  Baptist  Convention  Board  as  having  some  encouraging  because  it  means  new  people 
media  library  director  for  role  in  their  church's  library  ministry.  are  coming  into  the  program,"  Swain  said. 

MINISTRY  Denham  Springs  Church  "A  church  library  provides  many  The  next  CML  conference  will  be  held 
in  Denham  Springs,  La.  valuable  services  to  the  ministries  of  a  June  4-5  at  Patterson  Place  on  the 
•  Suzanne  Burton,  senior  accounts  repre-  church.  There  is  no  end  to  the  written  grounds  of  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton, 
sentative  for  Book  Systems  in  Huntsville,  Al.  and  audio/visual  materials  that  are  The  next  CML  annual  meeting  will  be 
•  Hope  Ferguson,  library  director  at  available,  and  it  is  all  safe  material’  in  held  October  1-2  at  First  Church, 
First  Church,  Natchitoches,  La.  that  church  members  and  members  of  Corinth.  For  more  information  on  CLM 

•  Sandra  Fitts,  library  director  at  First  the  community  can  be  sure  there  are  no  in  Mississippi,  contact  Richardson  at 
Church,  Corinth,  library  ministry  director  bad  language  and  inappropriate  situa-  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
for  Alcorn  Association  in  Corinth,  and  out-  tions  in  the  material.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3290  or  toll-free 

going  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  "In  addition,  a  church  library  provides  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  290. 
CLM  Association.  educational  materials  for  teaching,  study.  E-mail:  irichardson@mbcb.org. 

•  Stephen  Gately,  who  works  at  the  E.C.  discussion,  and  how  to  conduct  such  min-  The  Church  Library  Ministry  is  sup- 
Dargan  Research  Library  of  LifeWay  istries  as  prison  ministry,"  she  said.  ported  by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi 

rhnsHan  Resources  in  Nashville.  Swain  believes  the  October  3-4  confer-  Cooperative  Program. 
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•  Morlee  Maynard, 
director  of  church  library 
ministry  for  LifeWay 

Srri  Christian  Resources  in 

I  N  Nashville. 

X  U  •  Mary  Broussard, 
KUIICTDV  media  library  director  for 
MINI5  I  R Y  Denham  Springs  Church 
in  Denham  Springs,  La. 

•  Suzanne  Burton,  senior  accounts  repre¬ 
sentative  for  Book  Systems  in  Huntsville,  Al. 

•  Hope  Ferguson,  library  director  at 
First  Church,  Natchitoches,  La. 

•  Sandra  Fitts,  library  director  at  First 
Church,  Corinth,  library  ministry  director 
for  Alcorn  Association  in  Corinth,  and  out¬ 
going  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
CLM  Association. 

•  Stephen  Gately,  who  works  at  the  E.C. 
Dargan  Research  Library  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  in  Nashville. 

•  Eva  Nell  Hunter,  national  specialist  in 
the  church  media  program  with  LifeWay 
and  libraiy  director  for  Central  Church  in 
Decatur,  Al. 

•  Jerry  Sager,  manager  of  the  LifeWay 
Christian  Store  in  Jackson. 

•  Ronnie  Falvey,  education/disciple- 
ship  pastor  at  First  Church,  Jackson. 

•  Barbara  Westerfield,  library  director  at 
First  Church,  Jackson. 

•  Tim  Nicholas,  assistant  professor  of 
communication  at  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton. 

Cheryl  Swain,  library  director  for  the 
past  15  years  at  First  Church,  Madison, 
is  the  new  president  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  CLM  Association.  She  stressed 
that  the  Mississippi  CLM  conferences 
are  crucial  for  both  professional  and  vol¬ 
unteer  librarians  who  are  managing 
church  library  programs. 

"I  am  a  volunteer  church  librarian.  What 


prison  minist 
believes  the 


ence  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  program's 
history.  "The  participation  was  excellent. 
There  was  a  variety  of  interesting  speak¬ 
ers  and  topics.  There  were  several  new 
church  librarians,  which  is  always 
encouraging  because  it  means  new  people 
are  coming  mto  the  program,"  Swain  said. 

The  next  CML  conference  will  be  held 
June  4-5  at  Patterson  Place  on  the 
grounds  of  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton. 
The  next  CML  annual  meeting  will  be 
held  October  1-2  at  First  Church, 
Corinth.  For  more  information  on  CLM 
in  Mississippi,  contact  Richardson  at 
P.O.  Box  53(5,  Jackson,  MS  39^05-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3290  or  toll-free 
outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  290. 
E-mail:  irichardson@mbcb.org. 

The  Church  Library  Ministry  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  gifts  to  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program. 


:tober  3-4  confer-  Cooperative  Program 


Time  for  a  change 


The  earth  shook  in  California  last  money.  According  to  v 
week,  but  the  quake  didn't  register  data  collected  by  Assoc 
on  the  sophisticated  seismic  moni-  Press,  nearly  o0%  of 
tors  spread  throughout  the  Golden  State.  Diego  County  voters  < 
That's  because  this  temblor  wasn't  of  the  for  Schwarzenegger, 
geologic  kind;  it  was 
The  election  of  H 

Arnold  Schwarzenegger,  a  conservative- 
to-moderate  Republican  i 
candidate,  as  governor  of  California  sent 
shock  waves  through  one  of  the  most  lib¬ 
eral  states  in  the  country.  Schwarzenegger  coastal  areas.  Observers  are 
mowed  down  everyone  else  running  on  predicting  that  the  total 
'*  >  ballot  to  replace  incumbent  Democrat  number  or  people  partidpat- 

IGray  Davis,  who  lost  his  battle  ing  in  the  Davis  recall  and 
against  recall  by  a  wide  margin.  Schwarzenegger  election 
Davis  thus  became  only  die  second  may  go  as  high  as  70%  of  eli- 
govemor  in  history  to  be  recalled  by  gible  voters  statewide.  Now 
an  American  electorate.  He  Joined  that's  an  angry  electorate. 
North  Dakota  Governor  Lynn  Frazier,  That  Californians  were 

who  was  recalled  in  1921  after  a  scan-  ready  for  a  change  is  even 
dal-plagued  term  along  with  that  more  obvious  when 
state's  attorney  general  and  commis-  Schwarzenegger's  cam- 
sioner  of  agriculture  and  labor.  paign  platform  is  examined. 

Liberals  from  San  Francisco  to  Long  on  cosmic  ideas  and 
Manhattan  were  stupefied  by  short  on  programmatic 
Schwarzenegger's  election.  Over  specifics,  Schwarzenegger 
the  last  several  decades,  they  had  might  not  have  been  taken 
managed  to  turn  California  into  a  seriously  in  any  other  year  - 
liberal/ socialist  utopia.  They  had  — but  mis  year  Californians 
just  about  bled  dry  the  fifth-largest  were  ready  for  a  change, 
economy  in  die  world.  California's  decisive 

Davis  spent  his  first  term  giving  move  may  bode  well  for 
away  the  contents  of  die  state  treasury  to  lib-  restless  electorates  in  other 
eral  special  interest  groups  like  labor  unions  states  and  on  the  national 
and  immigrants,  in  an  effort  to  purchase  his  scene.  California  is  not  die 
reelection.  lt  costs  a  lot  of  money  to  buy  that  only  place  in  the  country 
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ilitical  in  nature.  Orange  County  outside  Los 
iywood  strongman  Angeles,  64%  voted  for  the 

_ ;!  actor.  The.  percentages  for 

and  neophyte  Schwarzenegger  were  said 
“  *"  to  be  even  higher  in 

California's  inland,  non- 
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die  state.  The  constant  rise  in  taxes  has  many  is  too  unresponsive.  The  people  of  its  way  to  prosperity.  It's  time  righteous 
Californians  headed  for  the  exits.  Mississippi  labor  under  an  enormous  tax  Mississippians  let  them  know  that  we 

The  chaffering  national  news  media  was  burden  imposed  by  politicians  who  understand  all  we  have  received  in 
agog.  The  Los  Angeles  Times  had  devoted  promised  us  a  few  snort  years  ago  that  return  for  legalizing  these  sins  are  broken 
24  reporters  to  dig  up  dirt  on  legalized  gambling  would  make  our  econ-  families  ancfbulging  graveyards. 
Schwarzenegger.  When  his  personal  life  omy  the  envy  of  tne  nation.  It  hasn't.  Long  It7 s  time  righteous  Mississippians  asked 

and  charitable  causes  proved  almost  spot-  before  that,  politicians  promised  us  the  the  politicians  who  covet  our  support  how 
less,  they  resorted  to  printing  sleazy  fast-  same  economic  benefits  from  legalized  they  have  voted  and  will  vote  on  moral 
minute  stories  of  purported  inappropriate  liquor.  We're  still  waiting.  issues,  and  also  let  them  know  that  this 

conduct  toward  several  women.  Still,  they  In  a  matter  of  weeks,  Mississippians  time  we  intend  to  keep  up  with  their  votes, 
couldn't  derail  his  election.  will  go  to  the  polls  to  elect  public  officials  It's  time  righteous  Mississippians 

It  seems  the  good  people  of  California  had  ranging  from  county  supervisor  to  gover-  took  back  their  state.  As  our  California 
simply  had  enough  of  liberals'  failures,  nor.  It's  time  for  righteous  Mississippians  brethren  proved  last  week,  the  place  to 
always  paid  for  with  their  hard-earned  to  let  the  politicians  know  that  we  under-  start  is  at  the  ballot  box. 
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Malachi  3:18  states,  "Will 
a  man  rob  God?  Yet  ye 
have  robbed  me,  but  ye  say, 
wherein  have  we  robbed  thee? 
In  tithes  and  offerings."  In 
Genesis  14:16-20,  as  Abram 
(Abraham)  was  returning  from 
victory  wherein  he  recovered 
his  nephew  Lot  "and  his  goods, 
and  tne  women  also,  and  the 
people,"  he  was  met  by 
Melchezidek,  "King  of  Salem," 
who  brought  forth  bread  and 
wine  (and  ne  was  the  priest  of 
the  most  high  God"  and 
Abraham  gave  nim  tithes  of  all. 

Hebrews  7:1-4  says  that 
Melchizidek  was  Without  father, 
without  mother,  without  descent, 
having  neither  beginning  of 
days,  not  end  of  life;  but  made 
like  unto  the  Son  of  God;  abideth 
a  priest  continually."  Therefore,  if 
the  Patriarch  Abraham  gave 
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By  L.B.  Dams,  member 
Calvary  Church,  Tupelo 
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decline  sole  member  status 


NOBIS 


member  it  would  have  legally  tive  resurgence,  Kelley  argued, 
clarified  the  seminary's  rela-  "It  took  more  than  ten  years,  but 
tionship  to  the  convention,  the  the  process  worked,"  he  wrote, 
seminary's  parent  corporation  "Conservatives  did  it  the 
and  benefactor.  Baptist  way.  The  most  profound 

"More  importantly,  as  sole  and  significant  course  correc- 
member,  the  Southern  Baptist  tion  in  the  history  of  American 
Kelley  has  re-  Convention  could  have  more  Christianity  was  not  a  hard  and 
peatedly  voiced  easily  protected  the  Cooperative  fast  power  play,  but  rather  a 
his  support  for  Program,  the  financial  lifeline  long,  slow  application  of 
tile  SBC  and  the  for  all  of  our  entities,  from  the  Baptist  polity  by  Baptist  people 
conservative  avarice  of  today's  new  breed  of  working  to  address  a  Baptist 
resurgence  it  has  aggressive  litigators."  problem  in  a  Baptist  way." 

undergone  theo-  Chapman  said  a  paper  The  seminary  board  had 
logically,  but  he  would  be  posted  soon  on  expressed  concern  over  the  role 
has  asserted  that  www.baptist2baptist.net  the  Executive  Committee  might 
sole  membership  explaining  the  history  of  play.  In  response,  a  paper  writ- 
goes  against  Baptist  polity  and  the  reasons  ten  by  convention  lawyers 
what  he  says  is  benind  sole  membership,  explained  that  under  sole  mem- 
traditional  "While  we  have  never  yet  been  bership  the  Executive 
Baptist  polity.  He  shown  any  deficiencies  in  the  Committee  cannot  act  for  the 
has  published  his  sole  membership  corporate  SBC  in  exercising  the  conven- 
posftion  in  a  15-  model,”  he  wrote,  "we  can  tion's  sole  membership  rights, 
page  paper  post-  understand  how  mispercep-  "Ecclesiastically,  the  Executive 
ed  on  a  seminary  tions  can  persist,  so  perhaps  Committee's  ad  interim  authori- 
website.  further  discourse  among  ty  to  act  for  the  Convention  is 

employees  have  Southern  Baptists  can  afford  a 

ng  with  New  comfort  with,  and  an  under-  ^  _ 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  To  accomplish  sole  member- 
Trustees  of  New  Orleans  ship  an  entity's  board  of  trustees 
Baptist  Seminary  (NOBTS)  must  vote  to  amend  its  articles  of 
voted  unanimously  Oct.  7-8  incorporation  and  SBC  messen- 
not  to  change  its  articles  of  gers  must  approve  the  changes, 
incorporation  to  name  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  as  its 
"sole  member." 
making  the  ‘  “ 

seminary  theft 
lone  SBC  entity 
not  to  do  so. 

The  board 
also  approved 
motion  reaffirm- 
ing  its  "deep  and  B 
abiding  commit- 
ment  the 

Southern  Baptist  ^99. 

Convention.  ^^^ft 

Since  the  mid- 

1990s,  the  enti-^^^^ft  4 
ties  have  been^^^^B^M 
amending  their  K, 

respective  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  in  order  to 
make  the  SBC  what  is  called  in 
legal  terms  their  "sole  member." 

Proponents  of  the  process  say 
that  sole  membership  will  pri¬ 
marily  do  two  things.  First,  it 
will  explain  the  legal  relationship 
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Front  Page 


dation"  but  has  limited  to  those  matters  'not  oth- 
"a  profound  erwise  provided  for,'"  the  paper 
problem  with  the  said.  "Governance  of  NOBTS  is 
proposed  solu-  'otherwise  provided  for'  when 
tion."  He  backs  the  Convention  approves  the 
the  current  Seminary's  articles  or  incorpora- 
model  of  rela-  tion  which  vests  governance  in 
tionship  between  the  board  elected  by  the 
the  seminary  and  Convention  in  all  matters  except 
the  convention  for  those  powers  which  are  enu- 
—  what  he  calls  merated  and  reserved  for  the 
"organizational  Convention  itself." 
autonomy."  As  to  the  seminary  board's 
Under  this,  he  said,  all  entities  affirmation  of  commitment  to  the 
are  on  a  "level  plane."  In  that  SBC,  Chapman  said,  We  had  no 

11  - - J  "‘--jconven-  doubt  that  the  seminary  was 

tion  has  what  Kelley  calls  "deci-  committed  to  the  SBC.  In  fact,  the 
sive  influence"  —  it  elects  request  for  the  updated  language 
trustees  who  then  influence  could  only  have  been  made  of  an 
seminary  policy,  but  it  does  not  ally.  If,  however,  in  50  years  those 
have  "operational  control."  allegiances  shift,  requesting  cor- 

"To  take  such  a  step  could  porate  document  changes  at  that 
start  a  fundamental  change  in  time  would  be  impossible.  And, 
historic  Baptist  polity  and  com-  of  course,  the  board’s  expression 
promise  our  practice  of  organi-  of  allegiance  does  not  afford  the 
zational  autonomy,  one  of  the  clarity  in  the  liability  protections 
three  major  characteristics  of  sole  membership  would  provide, 
our  Baptist  identity,"  he  wrote.  That  the  seminary  and  its  board 
Organizational  autonomy  were  all  fully  Southern  Baptist 
was  used  to  drive  the  conserva-  was  never  in  question." 


Published  Since  1877 


various  states  —  breaking  ties  appointment  in 
with  the  state  convention  by  vot-  the  outcome.  "I 
ingfor  a  setf-perpetuating  board.  deeply  regret  \\ 

Under  sole  membership,  SBC  that  the  New 
messengers  have  the  same  rights  Orleans 
they  have  always  had,  such  as:  Seminary  board  Chapman 

removing  an  entity's  trustees,  of  trustees  has 
establishing  their  required  quali-  chosen  to  pass  on  this  opportu- 
fica tions  and  determining  their  nity  to  secure  that  institution  t 

term  length.  In  other  words,  the  for  SBC  posterity,"  Chapman  model,  Kelley  said,  the 
list  of  sole  membership  rights  said  in  a  statement.  "Had  the 
would  be  limited  to  those  histor-  board  adopted  the  Southern 
ically  retained  by  the  SBC.  Baptist  Convention  as  sole 


Mississippi  Baptist  pastor  Robert  Fortenberry  and  his  wife  Margaret  are 
among  30  people  appointed  missionaries  by  die  Foreign  Mission  Board 
(FMB).  The  Fortenberrys  have  been  assigned  to  Zimbabwe,  where  her  par¬ 
ents,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  McKinley,  also  serve  as  FMB  missionaries. 


Jim  Lowder,  pastor  of  Delores  Street  Church  in  San  Francisco,  is 
repremanded  by  the  Home  Mission  Board  (HMB).  Lowder,  his  wife, 
and  nine  other  church  members  were  arrested  for  prostesting  at  a 
nuclear  facility  and  giving  their  collective  names  as  "Southern  Baptist 
Convention."  The  Lowders  are  HMB  appointees. 


George  E.  Jefcoat,  one-time  pitcher  for  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers  and 
Boston  Braves  in  the  National  League,  leaves  under  license  from  his  local 
church  and  enters  formal  ministerial  training  at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 


The  Baptist  Record 


Larry  Cox  to 
speak  at  Lay 
Missions  Conf. 


post  Lav  Missions 
inference  will  begin  at  3  p.m. 
i  October  27  at  rust  Church, 


The  2003  Mississippi 

Baptist  Lav  Missions 

Conference  will  begin  at  3  p.m. 

on  October  27  at  rust  Church, 

Jackson,  and  conclude  after 

the  5  p.m. 

missions 

banquet 

which  will 

feature 

keynote 
*  « 


Larry  Cox, 
a  Missis¬ 
sippi  native 
Cox  ana  vice- 
president 
for  mobilization  at  the 
International  Mission  Board  in 
Richmond,  Va.  Special  music 
for  the  conference  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  by  Pure  Gospel  from 
First  Church,  Madison. 

Interest  conferences  that 
will  kick  off  at  3  p.m.  include 
Agricultural  Missions,  Edu¬ 
cational  Missions,  Volunteers 
in  Missions,  Construction 
Missions,  Campers  on 
Mission,  Chronological  Bible 
Storytelling,  Disaster  Relief 
Childcare  (Introduction),  and 
Lay  Church  Planting  Forum. 

Tickets  to  the  5  p.m.  ban- 

auet  are  $8.50  per  person.  The 
eadline  for  purchasing  tick¬ 
ets  is  October  23.  For  more 
information,  contact  the 
Men's  Ministry  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3334  or 
toll-tree  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  334.  E-mail: 
cwright@mbcb.org. 

The  Lay  Missions  Confer¬ 
ence  is  supported  each  year  by 
gifts  to  the  Mississippi 
Cooperative  Program. 
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The  Coming  Convention 

In  just  days,  Mississippi 
Baptists  will  converge  on  Jackson 
at  the  First  Baptist  Crunch  for  the 
168th  Convention.  The  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  meet¬ 
ing  is  a  special  time  of  gathering 
for  God's  people.  Wouldn't  it  be 
incredible  if  ail  of  us  could  meet 
together  at  one  time?  What  a 
sight  that  would  be  —  about 
three  quarters  of  a  million  people 
singing,  praying,  hearing,  and 
heeding  Goa's  Word!  But,  since 
we  all  can't  come  together,  each 
of  our  cooperating  churches  can 
send  from  one  to  ten  messengers 
to  participate  and  share  in  the 
blessings.  You  do  not  have  to  be 
an  elected  messenger  to  attend 
and  we  always  have  a  number  of 
folks  who  just  love  being  a  part  of 
the  fellowship. 

The  convention  event  has 
changed  over  the  years.  Can 
you  imagine  what  it  must  have 
been  like  over  150  years  ago 
when  travel  ranged  from  diffi¬ 
cult  to  virtually  impossible? 
Now,  anybody  in  the  state  can 
arrive  at  the  convention  site  in 
just  a  morning's  drive. 

Another  change  that  has  taken 
place  over  the  past  four  or  five 
decades  is  that  we  have  gone 
from  a  four-day  convention,  to  a 
three-day  convention,  and  then 
on  to  a  two-day  convention. 
While  there  are  numerous  pre¬ 
liminary  meetings  which  take 
place,  including  the  Pastors' 
Conference,  Ministers'  Wives 
Conference,  mission  meetings 
and  a  mission  banquet,  etc.,  one 
thing  that  has  remained  through¬ 
out  the  years  is  that  me 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  is 
a  time  of  fellowship,  inspiration, 
encouragement,  and  informa¬ 
tion.  But,  while  the  convention 
was  and  is  all  of  these  things,  let 
me  focus  our  attention  on  the 
heart  of  our  gathering  as 
Mississippi  Baptists. 

•  We  must  keep  in  mind 
that  we  gather  to  take  care  of 


‘Directi 


•  Over  $389,560  goes 
directly  to  help  students  in 
^  our  three  colleges  preparing 
V  for  ministry. 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


business.  At  the  convention 
important  business  will  be 
done  as  we  elect  trustees  who 
become  the  guardians  of 
those  ministries,  institutions, 
and  agencies  that  have  been 
entrusted  to  them.  We  elect 
leaders  who  will  give  guid¬ 
ance  and  encouragement.  We 
will  hear  of  plans,  programs, 
projections,  and  possibilities 
that  will  enhance  our  efforts 
to  reach  a  world  for  Christ. 

•  We  will  do  business,  but 
it  must  also  be  remembered 
that  it  is  not  just  doing  busi¬ 
ness  -  but  that  this  is  God's 
business.  When  we  come 
together  as  a  convention,  we 
are  governed  by  the  guidelines 
of  our  Constitution  and  Bylaws 
and  by  Robert's  Rules  of  Order. 
Now,  in  my  opinion,  that  is  not 
sufficient  or  even  accurate.  We 
should  be  governed  in  our 
deliberations,  our  relation¬ 
ships,  and  in  the  decisions  we 
make  by  the  Lord  Himself! 
Christ-like  behavior  and  con¬ 
duct  is  far  more  superior  than 
Robert's  Rules.  Whatever  we 
do  is  not  just  a  reflection  on  the 
individual  or  the  body  itself, 
but  our  conduct  reflects  on  our 
Lord.  It  is  His  business  that  we 
are  dealing  with  and  we 
should  represent  Him  well! 

According  to  Scripture,  we 
are  to  take  care  of  God's  busi¬ 
ness  decently  and  in  order.  We 
should  follow  the  Scriptural 
imperative  that  we,  "Be  ye  kind 
one  to  another,  tenderhearted, 
forgiving  one  another,  even  as 
Goa  for  Christ's  sake  hath  for¬ 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


LifeVfay  has  the  solution— a  l&passmfer 
mini-bos  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


LiB% 
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given  us."  There  are  always 
important  matters  of  business 
that  need  to  be  transacted,  but 
we  should  never  forget  that 
whatever  we  are  dealing  with  is 
more  important  to  God  than 
even  to  us.  And  additionally,  we 
should  keep  in  mind  tha  t  the 
world  discovers  more  of  what 
we  think  about  the  Lord  in  the 
way  we  act  than  in  what  we  tell 
them  about  Him. 

•  We  will  come  together  not 
just  to  do  business,  but  we 
will  be  involved  in  imple¬ 
menting  God's  Kingdom  busi¬ 
ness.  What  Mississippi  Baptists 
do  with  our  programs,  our  mis¬ 
sion  plans,  and  our  budgets  lit¬ 
erally  impacts  a  world  that 
needs  to  know  Jesus!  The  dol¬ 
lars  that  flow  from  all  of  our 
churches  through  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  literally  touch  the  state, 
the  nation,  and  the  world.  Of 
the  dollars  that  are  sent  to  the 
Convention,  45.01%  goes 
beyond  us  to  missionaries 
across  the  49  other  states  and 
around  the  world  to  over  5,000 
missionaries. 

Now,  what  happens  to  the 
54.99%  that  stays  in  Mississippi? 
Well,  look  at  this  picture: 

.  •  $6,057,095  goes  to  the 
support  of  our  three  colleges 
where  over  6,000  young  peo¬ 
ple  are  studying,  preparing 


•  Over  $1,612,654  touches  the 
lives  of  students  on  34  campuses 
across  Mississippi. 

•  Over  a  half  million  dollars 
goes  to  help  care  for  kids  by  the 
ministry  of  the  Baptist 
Children's  Village. 

•  Some  of  the  money  is 
channeled  to  help  aging  pas¬ 
tors  and  staff  members  who 
are  not  cared  for  in  retirement 
and  some  of  the  money  finds 
its  way  directly  into  caring 
for  a  family  of  a  pastor  or  a 
staff  member  who  has  been 
terminated. 

•  Part  of  the  money  flows  into 
the  programs,  helps,  and 
resources  that  are  provided  for 
your  church  whether  it  is  in 
Stewardship,  Disdpleship 
Training,  Sunday  School, 
Evangelism,  leadership  training, 
church  planting,  mission 
involvement,  children's  ministry, 
legal  issues,  or  youth  work. 

When  we  come  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Convention,  it  may  last  only 
two  days,  but  the  impact  of 
what  you  do  is  Kingdom  impact 
(God's  Kingdom  business),  and 
it  spans  the  365  days  of  the  year. 
While  I  wish  that  all  of  you 
could  come,  I  know  some  of  you 
may  not  be  able  to  attend.  If 
you  cannot  be  present,  please 
pray  as  the  Convention  con¬ 
venes  and  is  in  session.  Please 
read,  listen,  and  discover  what 
God  is  doing  through  our 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 
Then,  when  or  where  opportu¬ 
nities  may  avail  themselves  for 


where  over  6,000  young  peo-  nities  may  avail  themselves  for 
pie  are  studying,  preparing  you  to  be  a  part  of  God's 
for  life,  and  many  of  them  Kingdom  business,  grab  hold, 
preparing  for  ministry.  and  make  a  difference! 


SMALLEY  RELATIONSHIP  CENTER  PRESENTS 
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MARRIAGE  CONFERENCE 

live  Satellite  Simulcast 

OCTOBER  24  -  25, 2003 

Friday  6:00-9:30,  Saturday  8:30  -  3:30 
At 

PETAL-HARVEY  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
600  S.  Main  St  Petal,  MS  39465 
Call  (601)  583*1743  for  more  information 
Featured  Guest: 

Steven  Curtis  Chapman,  Dr.  Gary  Smalley,  Dr.  Kevin  Leman, 
Dr  Greg  Smalley,  Wellington  Boone,  &  Ken  Davis 
TICKETS:  $45/Couple  w/children:  $35/Couple  w/o  children. 
Childcare  and  Lunch  provided.  Deadline  October  19, 2003! 


The  Baptist  Record  - 


October  16, 2003 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


October  1 6,  2003 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Attention  Bivo  Ministers: 
DON'T  MISS  THESE  TWO  EVENTS! 


State  Convention  Breakfast 
Fellowship  for 

[vocational  Ministers  &  Wives 


Wednesday,  October  29, 2003 
7-8  a.m. 

Baptist  Building  Chapel 

Breakfast  is  compliments  of 
Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department. 


Convention  Meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Council  on 
Bivo  Ministries 

Immediately  after  the  close  of  the  last  convention 
session  on  Wednesday  morning 
in  Room  309,  Baptist  Building 

Lunch  is  compliments  of 
Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department. 


Please  RSVP  your  attendance  by  calling 
Matt  Buckles  at  800-748-1651 ,  ext.  308 
or  by  E-mail  at  mbuckles@mbcb.org , 
or  by  fax  at  601-714-7426. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 


^^/^ssions  ^L^)bilization 

cel  e>«4  'H^A  t  i  o  n 

November  14-15,  2003 


Friday,  November  14 

FBC,  Jackson,  425  North  State  Street 

•  Celebration  Banquet  -  6:30  p.m. 

•  Mobilization  Displays 

•  Music/Testimonies 

•  Strategic  Contributions 
of  Volunteers 

-  Rick  Hancock  MD/Dt 

-  Special  Guest  from  East  Asia 

Rick 

Saturday,  November  15  Hancock 

Baptist  Building,  515  Mississippi  Street 

•  Continental  Breakfast  -  7:30  -  8: 1 5  a.m. 

•  Devotional 

•  Custer  group  meetings 

1)  Ukraine 

2)  North  America 

3)  China 

You  are  invited  to  this  exciting  time  of  celebrating  what 
God  is  doing  through  Mississippi  volunteers.  You  will 
meet  and  hear  the  stories  of  many  of  these  volunteers. 


Banquet  Cost:  $10 

Reservations  required  by  November  1 1 . 

Call  601-292-3398  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  398. 


Reservation  Form 

Partnership  Missions  Celebration 
November  14-15,  2003 


Name 


Street  Address 


Qty,  State,  Zip  _ 

Phone  _ ! _ 

No.  of  Reservations 

Please  complete  form  and  mail  to: 

MBCB,  Missions  Mobilization  Department 
PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 


ar  •  —  mi-. 


THE  SUIT  PRO# 

Mississippi  Baptists  say  "Merry  Christmas"  to  pastors  in  the 
Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Iowa  Conventions. 


What  is  it? 


new 


A  time  of  prayel&r  Baptist  women  of 
all  cultures,  ethnic  backgrounds  and 
races.  This  year's  program  highlights 
several  types  of  prayer  and  ways  of 
praying  as  participants  pray 
for  needs  around  the  world. 

You  may  download  the  program 
material  from  the  Web: 
www.bwanet.org.  or  you  may  con¬ 
tact  Mississippi  WMU  for 
program  materials  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3319. 


Baptist  life  know  that 
we  care  about  and 
support  them  in 
their  work. 

What  can  you  do? 

Men's  Ministry,  RA,  and 
WMU  groups,  individuals, 
churches,  etc.,  can  send 
their  gifts  payable  to: 

Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 


P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

Cost:  $1 30  per  suit 

Designate  on  your  check:  Suit  Project 


For  more  info,  contact  the 
Men's  Ministry  Department 
1  800-748-1651  or  601-292-3335 


SPECIAL  MINISTRY  FOR 
THE  PASTORS' WIVES 
If  funds  are  available, 
we  will  send  clothing  gift 
certificates  for  the  wives. 


0 


inn 


State  Literacy 
Missions 
Workshop 


November  13-15 
Camp  Garayuia,  Clinton 


Choose  from: 

•  English  as  a  Second  Language  (New) 

•  English  as  a  Second  Language  (Experienced) 

•  Adult  Reading  and  Writing 

•  Tutoring  Children  and  Youth 

•  Chronological  Bible  Storying 

Registration  Deadline: 

October  24th 


Mississippi  Womans  Missionary  Union 
Womens  Track  -  State  Evangelism  Conference 


Tell  Your  Story 


my  Life  •  My  Mission 


Jesus  said,  " I  am  the  road,  also  the  truth,  also  the  life.  No  one  gets 
to  the  Father  apart  from  me."  The  Message,  John  14:6 

MISSISSIPPI  STATE  EVANGELISM  CONFERENCE 
One  State  Evangelism  Conference  with  Two  Tracks 
Country  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Byram 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  January  26-27,  2004 

The  Mississippi  WMU  Visionary  Team  and  the  host  church  will  welcome  you. 

1:30  p.m.  Monday,  Women's  Track  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
Come  to  the  Party! 

designed  especially  for  ministers'  spouses 
Laura  Leathers,  Teatime  Treasures 
Praise  and  Worship  Music  by  > 

Mandisa  Hundley,  vocalist  for  Beth  Moore's  Praise  Team 

3  p.m.  Monday,  Women's  Track  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
Parties  with  a  Purpose 
Page  Hughes,  Anchor  Deep  Ministries 
Music  -  Mandisa  Hundley 

Testimony:  How  We  Lived  While  Dying  -  'Wilda  Fancher 

Prayer  Time 

5  p.m.  Dinner  break  on  your  own 
6:30  p.m.  Monday  Evening  Session 

All  together  for  the  State  Evangelism  Conference  in  the  Worship  Center 

9  a.m.  Tuesday,  Women's  Track  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
Testimony:  God's  Unconditional  Love  -  Corinne  Gillentine 
Music  -  Mandisa  Hundley 
Unveiled  to  Victory 
Page  Hughes 
Prayer  Time 

1 1 :30  a.m.  Lunch  break  on  your  own 

1 :30  p.m.  Women's  Track  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
Testimony:  My  Passion  -  Cyndi  Grace 
Prayer  Time 

Music  -  Mandisa  Hundley 
Tell  Your  Story 
Page  Hughes 

Closing  commitment  music  by  Mandisa  Hundley 
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For  more  info:  Call  Miss.  WMU  at  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3319 


For  (1)  8ivo  Ministers'/ 
Ministers'  Wives  Breakfast 
Baptist  Building  Chapel,  7-8 
i.m.  imm 

Mocumbi  of  Mozambique. 


Recently,  the  Colombia  Deaf 
Team  prayer  video  was  shown 
at  a  conference  for  the  deaf. 
The  response  to  the  video  is 
opening  the  door  to  many  deaf 
intere*tcdffi»)n4tgvolunteer 
teams.  Pr viim  meffhto  answer 
Cod's  calBAMkAl#>t 
churches  in  Colombia. 


V.,  of  the  Dominican  Republic, 
professed  faith  in  Christ  after  a 
volunteer  team  had  worked  in 
his  barrio,  and  has  been  an 

for  V.  as  h^s^u^ng  people 

drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  and 
for  his  continued  spiritual 
growth. 


The  Hui  are  one  of  10  Muslim 
Chinese  minorities.  Today  they 
number  8  to  10  million  and  can 
be  found  almost  everywhere  in 
China.  There  aromi  estimated 
50  Hui  ChristlanslCod's  Spirit  is 
working  among  In  Hui,  and 
more  and  more  ot  them  are  giv¬ 
ing  Him  the  glory  He  deserves. 
Pray  for  His  Kingdom  to  contin¬ 
ue  to  grow  among  the  Hui. 


Pray  for  the  worsening  economic 
condition  of  Zimbabwe.  Because 
prices  have  gone  up  tern  of  times 
in  the  last  year  jmd  because  many 
are  afraid  to  Upfcit  Ihf  r  money 

li^LaokiOM  sliftrt  ina 

Dana  mere  inyevee  snorcage 

of  cash  mon^JJm  is  fusing 
problems  for  the  Overspill  Baptist 
Church  Quilting  Project.  Pray  that 
creative  ways  to  pay  them  will  be 
found. 


For  (1)  Mission  Service  Corps' 
Annual  Meeting  (MM);  (2)  Pray 
that  the  violence  and  unrest 
will  quickly  subside  and  peace 
will  be  report  ftTIWq.  Pray 
that  IraqiswdH  •flffeto  experi¬ 
ence  notMU^lFl  peace, 
but  also  the  spiritual  peace 
that  only  lesus  brings. 


15  pan. 


Jackson,  3  • 
5  p.m.  (MM);  (4)  Lay  Missions 
Banquet,  FBC,  Jackson,  5-7 
p.m.  (MM) 


Chapel,  Jacks oivT  -  8  am. 
(P/LD);  (3)  flliBipilgli  It  If  lit  I 


For  (1)  Senior  Adult 
Leadership  Lab,  FBC,  Natchez, 
9  am.  -  3  p.m.  (D81FM);  (2) 
Pray  that  God  jdll  give  His 
peace  to  thos^kw  are  con¬ 
cerned  abouMhldailing  physi¬ 
cal  and/ or  mesmd  health  of 
missionaries'  parents,  spouses 
or  other  family  mesnbers. 


For  (1)  Voter  Awareness:  Pray 
that  every  citizen  will  make  an 
effort  to  vote  on  election  day. 
(CAC  Emphssjsfod?)  Pray  as 
the  leadershijfoffee  Baptist 

^  1  sHamnir 

Lonvciiiioii  nyvigoui  ■ucinpis 

to  mobilize  IsP^ole  evangel¬ 
ical  community  towards  having 
a  large  evangelistic  crusade 
next  July  in  Luanda  and  around 
the  country. 


about  the  areas  of  ministry  she 
directs,  and  for  volunteers  to 
be  caMed  to  serve  In  Wyoming. 


For  (1)  State  Literacy  Event, 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton,  13th 
•  15ft  (WMU);  (2)  Pray  that 
Chlna'^^ve|^pt  leaders 
will  serge  chqrfh  as  Cod's 
bfemfogf^ 


For  (1)  Youth  Minister's 
Workshop,  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata, 
Louisville,  1:34  pm.,  10th  •  10 
am.,  12th  aguO^gpi);  (2) 
Pray  that  tnaroiMelon  of  the 

Am*  — II - iLaJellA  L. 

nni  railroad  iiujh  w*  uy 
2005  wiN  acakiMie 
sprtid  of  the  goipd  in  Tibet 
and  not  the  cultural  destruc¬ 
tion  feared  by  many 
Tibetans. 


Mississippi  Baptists  touch  oth- 


accepts  everything,  but  isn't 
willing  to  accept  Christianity 
because  [they  believe)  it's  too 
exclusive. 


For  (1)  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  Meeting, 
Baptist  Building,  10  am.;  (2) 


FBC, 


On  Saturday,  November  8,  all  GAs  (1st  -  6th  grade  girls)  and  leaders  in  our  state  are 
invited  to  a  GA  Missions  Madness  Event  -  Tarty  on  1913 ... .  " 

Registration  begins  at  8:30  a.m.  The  opening  session  begins  at  9:30  a.m.  The  event 
ends  at  4  p.m.  The  early  registration  deadline  is  Oct.  24.  The  cost  is  $5  per  person. 


For  more  info,  contact  the  WMU  Department  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-968-3800  in  Jackson.  Registration  form  can  be  found  at  www.mbcb.org. 

Please  register  early  so  we  can  be  better  prepared  for  your  arrival! 


October  1 7  -  November  1 3,  2003 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 


'FAlf'U'R'I  TO  TNTTTCTTXE  15  A  5TN  - 

"As  for  me.  far  be  it  from  me  that  1  should  sin  against 
the  £orb  by  fading  to  pray  for  you"  (/  5amuel  12:23). 


For  (1)  Mother/Daughter 
Overnight,  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton,  5  p.m.,  17th  -  2  pm. 
18th  (WMU),  (2)  Daphne 
Hodgrn,  Augfn,  Ommp,  b  the 
(He  coord  (nSor  fodfhe 
Christian  wlmen/job  Corpi 
Pray  for  Daphne  I  die  iceki 


Job  Corpt.  to  the  Lord 

die  seeks  to  carry  the 


Praise  the  Lord  that  Hit 
Pretence  wet  felt  at  mbdonariei 
gathered  from  all  over  Wed 
Africa  in  July.  The  theme  was 
living  to  Pteteaud"  Pray  that 
thote  whoAdfwpnitmentf 
to  the  Lord  (ill  faithful 
to  carry  theffl  ouTVny  that 


mature  Christian  women  who  many  Wed  African*  will  come 
will  mentor  their  participant*  to  know  Christ  in  a  personal 


in  the  fall  session. 


way  as  missionaries  live  out 
their  faith  in  word  and  deed. 


M  Missions  tttadness 


“may  on  M3  ..: 

Saturday,  November  8, 2003 

Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo  9:30  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 
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MISS  KATIE  R.  GRAY 

Parents:  Tony  &  Karen, 
Church  Planting 
Eastern  South  America 


6-88 

MISS  MARISA  M.  WOMBLE 

Parents:  Freddie  &  Karen 
Church  Planting 
Eastern  South  America 


Ted  Keller  is  lead  chaplain  of 
Transport  for  Christ,  in 
Columbia,  S.C.  Pray  as  he  min¬ 
isters  to  truck  driven  who  visit 
the  chapel  Oi  rfSben  daily. 
Pray  for  Ted  M  fammy,  his 
wife,  as  finan- 

ciai  support  as  MSC  missionar¬ 
ies. 


For  (1)  Campers  on  Missions 
Rally,  Culfdwre;  6th  -  9th 
-  Hale  is  the 


For  (1)  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  Executive 
Committee  Meeting,  Baptid 
Building,  10  am.,  (2)  Pray  for 
all  Saudi  Arabians  to  have  real 
encounter/wik  Jems.  Pray  for 
the  light  o^nsjolontinue  to 

Islam. 


Ask  God  to  keep  missionaries 
of  Eadem  Africa  focused  on 
those  people  who  dill  have  not 
heard  the  Good  News  of 
Christ  Pray  that  Gqd  would 
break  dovgTu^  Ifrys  to  any 

not  allow  them  to  hear  or 
understand  the  gospel. 


For  (1)  MBRA  Meeting, 
Hattiesburg,  8  am.  -  2:30  p.m. 
(D&FM);  (2)  Bama  Seminar, 
Ridgecred  BC,  Ridgeland  (CG); 
(2)  The  Hausa  people  of  Niger 
Republic,  sMtoVVartoted 
Muslims,  d \ojtA  givpClidity 
to  what  m|SMBpdgg^ly.  Pray 
that  God  will  intervene  in  their 
hearts  to  draw  them  to  His 
Truth. 


Ugandan  believers  use  the  Scripture  , 
as  a  literal  model  for  what  they  are 
doing  in  their  daily  Eves.  In  planting 
new  churches,  H  gives  some  men  a 
sense  of  rnOepncM^^ont  stay 

Eastern  Ugan(i  thOUt wi  win  con¬ 
tinue  to  follow  the  example  of  Jesus 
and  go  to  “the  nearby  villages  to 
preach  the  gospel." 


Veteran  missionaries  in  Brazil,  Vic 
uid  Sharon  Johnston,  will  soon  be 
moving  to  a  new  area.  During  a 
recent  survey  trip  to  the  area,  Vic 
met  a  colony  offehermm  who  Rve 
nearby.  After  fecmmiftZ9  men 
on  a  Sunday  mmM8  cl  them 
asked  Vic  to  meet¬ 

ing  with  them  on  a  weekly  bash  to 
teach  the  Bible  to  them.  Pray  that 
mry  win  nave  receptive  reins. 


mrsue 


wm 
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MR.  ALLEN  D.  LIGHTSEY 

Parents:  Timothy  &  Rebecca 
Literature  Distribution,  Middle  America 

21-02 

MISS  ABIGAIL  L  PATTERSON 

Parents:  Timothy  &  Dorcas 
Strategy  Coordinator,  Middle  America 


HoiltsbTofs 
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Gooden  Lake,  Belzoni:  Oct. 
19;  worship,  1030  am;  lunch 
will  follow;  Bill  Hubson,  former 
pastor,  speaking;  local  talent, 
music;  all  are  welcome. 

Liberty,  Carrollton:  Oct  17- 
19;  youth  revival;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7 

E.m.;  Sunday,  11  am  and  5  pm; 

urt  Lyles,  Crossgates,  Brandon, 
speaking;  Tom  Edwards  and 
Company,  music;  Crossgates 
drama  team,  guest  appearance. 

Bentonia,  Yazoo:  Oct.  19; 
Sunday  School,  10  am;  worship, 
11  a.m.;  dinner  at  noon;  Jonn 
Patterson,  former  pastor  speak¬ 
ing;  D.  J.  Speckner,  pastor;  David 
YNfestbrook,  minister  of  music. 

Pleasant  Hill,  Ashland:  Oct. 
19-22;  Russell  Cook,  Trinity, 
Lenoir  City,  N.  C.,  speaking; 
Eddie  Martin,  pastor. 

Zion  Hill,  Wesson:  Oct  26; 
worship,  10:45  am;  dinner  at 
noon;  Jerome  McLendon, 
Hazlehurst,  speaking;  Tony 
Hinton,  Petal,  music;  Tom 
McCormick,  pastor. 


Enon,  North  Central:  Oct. 
26;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
preaching,  11  a.m.;  food  and 
fellowship  will  follow;  Don 
Montgomery,  music. 

Briarwood,  Meridian:  Oct. 
17-19;  Fri.,  fish  fry  at  6:30  p.m., 
7:30  p.m.;  Sat.,  breakfast  at  8:30 
a.m.,  worship  will  follow; 
Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  with  potluck 
to  follow;  Mitch  Martin,  preach¬ 
ing;  Jamie  Lamoreaux,  pastor; 
for  more  information,  call  (601) 
681-6615. 

Walker  Hill,  Brandon:  Oct. 
19-22;  Sunday,  10  am,  a  covered 
dish  lunch  will  be  served,  after¬ 
noon  worship  will  follow;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  pm.;  Daryl  Oster,  evan¬ 
gelist;  E.  C.  Harp,  music;  Ronnie 
Purser,  pastor. 

New  Hope,  Sumrall:  Oct. 
26;  170th  anniversary;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  covered  dish  lunch,  noon; 
afternoon  worship,  1:15  p.m.; 
Charles  Broome  and  Roy 
Davis,  leading  worship; 
Richard  Hamilton,  pastor. 


Sanders ville,  Sanders ville: 

Oct  19;  worship,  11  am;  covered 
dish  lunch,  noon;  H.  D.  "Bud" 
Swindall,  former  pastor,  speak¬ 
ing;  Donnie  Parker,  pastor. 

Mt.  Moriah,  Lincoln:  Oct. 
26;  Old  Fashioned  Day;  Sunday 
School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  dinner  and  afternoon 
activities  will  follow;  Talmadge 
Smith,  director  of  missions, 
Lincoln,  speaking;  Danny 
Moss,  pastor. 

Evansville,  Coldwater: 

Nov.  9;  worship,  10  a.m.; 
Bernette  Fielder,  speaking; 
One  Way,  music. 

First,  Pearl:  50th  anniver¬ 
sary;  Sunday  School,  9:15  a.m.; 
fellowship,  9  :45  a.m.;  worship, 
10:15  a.m.;  dinner  will  follow; 
John  Brock,  preaching;  Jim 
Lott,  music;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  939-4476. 


Grace,  Calhoun:  Oct.  19- 
24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  with 
lunch  at  noon,  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Fri.,  7  p.m.;  Bufors  Usry, 


evangelist;  Janice  Storment, 
pianist;  Jean  Sharpe,  music 
director;  Carl  Moms,  pastor. 

Leesburg,  Morton:  Nov.  2; 
Sunday  School,  9:30  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:30  a.m.;  dinner  will  fol¬ 
low;  Julius  Thompson,  speak¬ 
ing;  Jeff  Jones,  worship. 

ML  Pleasant  Bogue  Chitto: 

Nov.  2;  Sunday  School,  10  am; 
worship,  11  am;  a  covered  dish 
will  be  served  at  noon;  music, 
130  pm;  Gayle  Alexander,  for¬ 
mer  pastor,  preaching;  Tom 
Moak,  music;  Anthony 
Yarborough,  pastor. 

Eastview,  Laurel:  Nov.  2; 
100th  anniversary;  Sunday 
School,  9:15  a.m.;  worship,  10:30 
a.m.;  Bob  Kendrick,  speaking; 
Perry  Robinson,  music;  a  cov¬ 
ered  dish  lunch  will  follow; 
afternoon  singing  with  the 
Myers  Family,  1:30  p.m. 

Mt  Vernon,  West:  Oct.  19; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  will  fol¬ 
low;  singing,  1  p.m.;  A1 

Different,  preaching. 
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College  News 
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A  retirement  reception  will 
be  held  for  Marion  Holley, 
celebrating  45  years  of  min¬ 
istry  on  October  18  from  6-8 
pm  at  Union  Chapel 
Church,  Lee.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (662)  767-9209. 

Trinity  Church,  Laurel, 
will  hold  a  reception  for 
Hardy  Denham,  commemo¬ 
rating  50  years  of  service  in 
churcn  ministry,  on  October 
26  from  2-4  p.m. 

Charlie  Cooper  recently 
retired  from  the  pastorate  at 
Rienzi  Church,  Rienzi.  He  is 
available  for  pulpit  supply, 
interim,  and  revivals.  Cooper 
can  be  reached  at  (662)  462- 
5325  or  (662)  286-9178. 


Judgement  House  will  be 
held  October  25-27  from  6  p.m.- 
10  ‘p.m.  at  First  Church, 
Rolling  Fork.  Call  (662)  873- 
2862  for  reservations. 

Roundaway  Church, 

Doddsville,  will  hold  a  new 
addition  dedication  cm  October 
18.  A  meal  will  be  served  at  11:30 
am  and  die  program  will  begin 
at  12:45  p.m.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (662)  887-6019. 

Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  will  hold  a  communi- 

Sr  sing  on  October  18.  Solid 
ock  are  the  featured  musi¬ 
cians.  Call  (662)  895-2661  for 
more  information. 


Johnny  Parrack  will  be  in 
concert  on  October  25  at  7  p.m. 
at  Antioch  Church,  Columbus. 
Admission  is  free.  A  love  offer¬ 
ing  will  be  taken.  For  more 
information,  call  (662)  328-4765 
or  (662)  328-4767. 

Good  water  Church, 

Magee,  will  host  Don't  Date 
Naked:  Put  on  God's  Armor 
live  via  satellite  on  October  23. 
A  meal  will  be  served  at  5:30 

&m.  and  the  simulcast  will  be 
om  6:30-9:30  p.m.  The  dead¬ 
line  to  sign  up  for  the  meal  is 
October  20.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  and  to  register,  call  (601) 
849-2245  or  visit  www.small- 
eyonline.com. 


The  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 

Alumni  Luncheon  will  be 
held  October  28  at  noon  at  the 
Steam  Room  Grill,  Jackson.  C. 
Berry  Driver  Jr.  will  be  speak¬ 
ing.  Tickets  are  $12. 
Reservations  may  be  made  by 
calling  (662)  232-2766  or  by 
mailing  a  check  to  Brain 
Bailey,  33  Hwy.  9  West, 
Oxford,  MS  38655. 

The  Mississippi  College 
(MC)  Naturals  will  present 
the  annual  Holiday 
Spectacular  November  14, 15, 
and  17  at  6:30  p.m.  in 
Anderson  Hall,  B.C.  Rodgers 
Student  Center,  Mississippi 


College.  Area  children  have 
been  selected  to  participate  in 
this  year's  program.  Tickets 
are  $20  ana  include  dinner 
and  the  show.  Students  with 
an  MC  I.D.  receive  a  $5  dis¬ 
count.  Children  12  and  under 
are  $15.  To  reserve  tickets,  call 
(601)  925-3856  or  e-mail  natu- 
rals@mc.edu. 
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FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH 

Insurance  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  ‘Underwritten  by 
MEGA  Life  &  Health  Insurance 

Company.  M/CQMB0008. _ 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  more  information 
call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455- 
6743.  Located  at  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 

Greenwood,  MS  38930. _ 

BRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO. 
WALK-in.  Smoke-free,  no  pets,  sleeps  six. 
Two  bedroom,  2  bath.  Special  rates,  din¬ 
ner  tickets  for  anniversary,  birthday, 
groups  welcome.  (662)  746-4632. 
CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS  for 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 

Inc.  (800)  605-2970. _ 

LEARN  CHALK  ART  MINISTRY  BY 
video.  For  more  information  write: 
P.O.  Box  1206,  Fairfield,  TX  75840. 

Email  larsinOpflash.com. _ 

ATTENTION  PASTORS,  STAFF,  EVENT 
coordinators.  'Celebrate  The  Family,* 
worship  and  conferences  featuring 
singer,  speaker,  musical  ventriloquist, 
Lee  Pitts  Spooner.  Banquets,  confer- 


OCTOBER  16,  2003 


ences,  and  retreats.  For  free  video  call 

(251)660-7628. _ 

SEBREN'S  SIDING,  IACKSON,  MISS. 
Christian  owned  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal 
roofs,  patio  covers,  screen/glass 
rooms.  (601)  992-2092  or  (800)  453- 
2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS,  Meridian. 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  illustrations 
to  (601 )  483-7958  or  call  (800)  368-2705. 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CABOT,  ARKANSAS  is 
accepting  resumes  for  senior  pastor. 
Cabot  is  located  in  the  metro  area  of  Little 
Rock,  with  a  population  of  42,000  within 
8  miles  of  town.  Average  Sunday  School 
attendance  is  950-1000.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Bob  Duke,  First  Baptist  Church 
Cabot,  P.O.  Box  1023,  Cabot  AR  72023. 
GATLINBURG  GETAWAY,  TWO/BR, 
2  bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  dis¬ 
tance  to  parkway.  $65/nite.  Call  for 
information  at  (251)  666-2175. 

FOR  SALE:  1998  DODGE  VAN.  MAXI- 
WAGON  3500  series.  24,900  miles,  new 
tires,  all  power,  AC,  good  condition.  Rear 
seat  removed.  Asking  $10,995.  Contact 
Diamondhead  United  Methodist  Church 
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at  (22B)  255-6888. _ 

LEESVILLE  -  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 
Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Youth  fast  or 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1568,  1400  Nolan 
Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 
(bcleesvilleOwnonline.net. 

AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  Christian 
long  distance  company.  4.9/m kxAe,  no 
monthly  fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6 
second  billing.  250,000  happy  customers. 
Toll-free  (866)  587-8346  or  www.covenant- 


HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 

church  windows,  reworking  and  repair. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

THE  MISSISSIPPI  SHERIFF'S  BOYS  and 

Girls  Ranches,  Inc.,  currently  seeking  a 
married  couple  for  full-time  house  par¬ 
ents.  If  interested,  call  (662)  327-7555 
or  send  resume  to:  The  Mississippi 
Sheriff's  Boys  and  Girls  Ranches,  Inc., 
P.O.  Box  1428,  Columbus,  Ms  39703. 
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FAITH  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  JACKSON, 

Miss.,  is  looking  for  a  part-time  associate 
minister  to  help  meet  the  needs  of  this  caring 
church  with  outreach  programs  and  home- 
bound  ministry.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Dr.  Greg  Wolfe,  pastor,  P.O.  Box  1 3675, 
ladoon,  MS  39236.  Phone  (601 )  368-2983. 
ORGANIST,  CASTUEWOODS  Baptist 
Church.  Send  a  letter  of  interest  or  resume  to 
1 75  Stonecasde  Drive,  Brandon,  MS  39047, 
via  email  or  fax.  Fax  number  (601)  992- 
2623.  For  information  call  (601)  992-9977. 
FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  SHANNON, 
Miss,  is  currently  accepting  resumes  for 
the  position  of  full-time  pastor.  Please 
send  resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  21,  Shannon,  MS  38868. 
Attention  Danny  Simmons. 


The  Baptist  Record 


PRAYING  FOR  A  PART-TIME  YOUTH  min¬ 
ister  for  our  growing  youth  group.  If  you 
have  a  heart  for  youth  and  want  to  join  God 
where  He  is  working,  send  a  resume  to 
New  Prospect  Baptist  Church,  2197  Hwy 
25,  luka,  MS  38852. 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS 

position.  Send  resumes  to  minister  of  stu¬ 
dents  search  committee,  Grace  Memorial 
Baptist  Church,  2412  23rd  Avenue, 

Gulfport,  MS  39501. _ 

NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 
Meridian  is  seeking  a  full-time  associate 
pastor  of  youth  and  education.  Please 
send  resumes  or  letters  of  interest  to 
New  Hope  Baptist  Church,  attention 
search  committee,  6573  Highway  145 
South,  Meridian,  MS  39301. 


Family  Bible  Study 

The  Spirit  Empowers  Believers 

Romans  8:12-16, 26-30, 35-39 


Ion  Daniels 


Do  you  remember  Vasily 
Alexey ev?  When  I  was  a  child, 
I  was  fascinated  by  this  mas¬ 
sive  man  from  the  Soviet  Union 
who  was  an  incredible 
weigh tlifter.  In  1970,  he  turned 
28  years  old,  and  by  the  end  of 
that  year,  had  captured  27 
world  records.  Few  the  next 
seven  years,  this  giant  of  a  man 
totally  dominated  die  sport  of 
weightlifting,  jerking  well  over 
500  pounds  over  his  head  on 
numerous  occasions.  The 


out  of  the  tomb  is  the 
power  that  is  in  our  lives 
through  the  Holy  Spirit! 


The  Testimony  of  the 
Spout  -  8:12-16 

As  believers,  we  are  not 
"obligated  to  the  flesh."  We 
owe  no  debt  to  the  flesh,  nor 
are  we  bound  to  it  in  any  way. 
Our  flesh  has  done  nothing  of 
real  value  for  us.  Other  verses 
in  Romans  8  show  us  that  our 
flesh  is  under  sin's  domain  (v. 
3);  has  a  mind-set  of  death  (v.  6, 
13);  is  hostile  to  God  (v.  7);  is 


Daniels 


power  he  possessed  in  his  body  unable  to  please  God  (v.  8). 
was  mind-boggling.  We  are,  however,  obligated 

The  power  mat  resides  in  us  to  die  Spirit.  He  has  set  us  free 


The  power  mat  resides  in  us 
as  Christians  may  not  enable  us 
to  be  world-class  weightiifters, 
but  it  will  give  us  what  we  need 
to  live  in  such  a  way  to  please  our 
heavenly  Father.  It  truly  is  mind- 
boggling  to  consider  that  the 
same  power  drat  brought  Jesus 


to  the  Spirit.  He  has  set  us  free 
from  sin  and  death  and  given 
us  life  and  peace  (v.  13).  He  has 
made  us  God's  sons  (v.  14)  as 
we  receive  the  spirit  of  adop¬ 
tion  into  God's  family  (v.  15). 

When  we  come  mto  God’s 
family,  tire  Spirit  "testifies  togeth- 


Explore  the  Bible 

Christian  Peers 


Philemon  1-25 


Laura  Russell 


In  the  introduction  to 
Philemon  from  The  Message  it 
says:  "Every  movement  we 
make  in  response  to  God  has  a 
ripple  effect,  touching  family, 
neighbors,  friends,  community. 
Belief  in  God  alters  our  lan¬ 
guage.  Love  of  God  affects 
daily  relationships.  Hope  in 
Goo  enters  into  our  work. 
None  of  these  movements  and 
responses,  beliefs  and  prayers 
can  be  confined  to  the  soul. 
They  spill  out  and  make  histo¬ 
ry.  Philemon  and  Onesimus, 
the  slave  owner  and  slave  who 
figure  prominently  in  the  letter 
from  Paul,  had  no  idea  that 
believing  in  Jesus  would 
involve  mem  in  radical  social 
change.  But  as  the  two  erf  them 
were  brought  together  by  this 
letter,  it  dia.  And  it  still  does.” 
I'd  like  for  us  to  look  at  the 
three  main  characters  in  the  let¬ 


ter  and  learn  from 
them  how  believers 
are  to  treat  one  anoth¬ 
er  as  equals  in  Christ. 


Russell 


Paul: 

Paul  was  very  good  at 
remembering  his  friends  in  his 
private  prayers.  We  must 
remember  Christian  friends  —  a 
lot  and  often.  We  must  remem¬ 
ber  them  in  our  thoughts  and 
hearts  before  God.  Paul  always 
inquired  about  his  friends,  their 
growth  in  their  spiritual  walk, 
meir  faith  in  Christ,  and  their 
love  to  him  and  all  other  believ¬ 
ers.  This  epistle  to  Philemon  is 
Paul's  personal  plea  for  a  slave 
to  whom  Paul  had  witnessed 
and  who  had  come  to  faith  in 
Christ  Paul  was  now  taking  it 
upon  himself  to  reintroduce 
Onesimus  to  Philemon  not  as 
slave  to  owner,  but  as  equals  in 
Christ  Because  Paul  was  an 
elder  and  an  apostle,  he  could 


er  with  our  spirit  that  we 
are  God's  children"  (v. 
16).  He  bears  witness 
that  we  are  God's  chil¬ 
dren,  quickening  our 
hearts  with  the  perfect 
knowledge  and  the  com¬ 
plete  confidence  that  we 
are  God’s  children. 
Oswald  Chambers 
.  said,  "Why  doesn't  the 

sls  Spirit  reveal  Himself  to 

you?  He  cannot.  It  is  not  that  He 
will  not,  but  He  cannot,  because 
you  are  in  the  way  as  long  as  you 
won't  abandon  yourself  to  Him 
in  total  surrender."  [Oswald 
Chambers,  My  Utmost  for  His 
Highest,  Oct  22  devotional.]  If 
the  testimony  of  the  Spirit  is  not 
present  in  your  life,  examine 
yourself  "to  see  whether  you  are 
m  the  faith"  (2  Cor.  13:5). 

The  Intercession  of  the  Spirit 
-8:26-30 

We  all  experience  those 
times  in  our  lives  when  we  feel 
so  weak  in  our  spiritual  lives. 
Instead  of  Vasily  Alexeyev,  we 
find  ourselves  more  like  the  90- 
pound  weakling  getting  sand 
Kicked  in  our  faces! 


have  demanded  that 
Philemon  deal  kindly 
with  Onesimus,  but  Paul 
argues  from  love  rather 
than  authority.  He  bases 
his  request  on 
Philemon's  Christian 
commitment,  not  on  his 
authority.  Paul  wanted 
Philemon's  heartfelt  obe¬ 
dience.  Paul  is  provid- 
*11  ing  a  good  example  of 
how  to  deal  with  conflict 
between  Christian  friends:  not 
demanding  but  appealing  in 
love.  Paul  is  also  snowing  us 
that  no  matter  what  our  station 
in  life,  belief  in  Christ  puts 
everyone  on  equal  ground. 

Philemon: 

Not  much  is  known  about 
Philemon  except  that  he  was  a 
wealthy  Greek  landowner  living 
in  Colosse.  He  was  converted 
by  Paul,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
cnurch  in  Colosse,  and  the 
church  met  in  his  home.  In  this 
letter,  Paul  speaks  of  Philemon's 
kindness,  love,  and  comfort 
because  he  had  opened  his 
home  to  the  church.  It  is  because 
of  Philemon’s  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  that  Paul  feels  he  can  make 
an  appeal  to  him.  Philemon  is  a 


The  good  news  is  that  the 
Spirit  is  there  for  us  in  the  most 
difficult  times  of  our  lives, 
interceding  for  us  "when  we  do 
not  know  what  to  pray  for  as 
we  should"  (v.  26).  When  we 
face  the  most  difficult  struggles 
in  our  lives,  we  have  the  great 
resource  of  Spirit-led  prayer 
available  for  us. 

The  Spirit  helps  us  in  our 
times  of  trial.  He  helps  us  in 
our  times  of  prayer.  He  helps 
us  know  the  will  of  God  (v.  27), 
leading  us  in  our  prayer  life  to 

f>ray  according  to  Goa's  will  (1 
ohn  5:14-15). 

As  the  Spirit  intervenes  in 
our  fives.  He  reminds  of  us  the 
great  truth  of  Romans  8:28  that 
God  is  at  work  in  our  lives  —  in 
good  times  and  bad  —  to  do 
His  good  in  our  fives.  The 
Spirit  reminds  us  that  it  is 
God’s  purpose  for  us  to  know 
Him,  to  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  Jesus  (v.  29).  It  is 
Goers  purpose  call  us,  save  us, 
sanctify  us,  justify  us,  and  glo¬ 
rify  us  (v.  30). 

The  Persuasion  of  the  Spirit  - 
8:35-39 


slave  owner  who  had  experi¬ 
enced  tire  unthinkable  —  his 
slave  had  run  away.  In  the  New 
Testament,  slavery  was  a  fact  of 
life.  There  were  tens  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  people  who  never 
knew  freedom.  Slavery  was  a 
position  of  society  in  that  day, 
and  tire  master  had  absolute 
power  over  his  slaves. 
Therefore,  a  master  had  a  legal 
right  to  kill  a  runaway,  and  even 
if  ne  was  not  killed,  he  would 
have  an  "F"  (for  fugitive)  brand¬ 
ed  on  his  forehead.  In  this  letter, 
Paul  wasn't  condoning  or  con- 
deming  slavery,  but  was  work¬ 
ing  to  transform  a  relationship. 
This  is  a  great  example  of  how 
the  Gospel  changes  people  and 
when  people  are  changed,  social 
structures  will  begin  to  change. 
Paul  very  tactfully  asks 
Philemon  to  accept  and  forgive 
his  servant,  to  accept  and  for¬ 
give  him  as  a  believer  in  the 
faith.  Since  believers  are  equals 
in  Christ,  we  are  to  accept  and 
treat  others  as  He  did. 

Onesimus: 

Onesimus  had  run  away 
from  Philemon  and  made  his 
way  to  Rome  where  he  had  met 
Paul.  Obviously,  Paul  had  led 


One  of  the  great  works  of 
the  Spirit  in  our  fives  is  that 
of  persuading  and  convincing 
us  that  nothing  will  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God  that 
is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 
There  are  very  few  things  in 
our  lives  which  are  more 
comforting  and  encouraging 
than  knowing  how  secure  we 
are  in  the  love  of  God. 

Nothing  can  defeat  a  follower 
of  Christ.  As  Henry  Blackaby 
states,  "When  Christ  lives  in  you. 
He  brings  every  divine  resource 
with  Him.  Every  time  you  face  a 
need,  you  meet  it  with  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  crucified,  risen,  and  tri¬ 
umphant  Lord  of  tire  universe 
inhabiting  you."  [Henry  Blackaby, 
study  note  in  Experiencing  the 
Word  New  Testament,  pg.  359.] 
The  Spirit  within  us  persuades  us 
that  this  is  true. 

We  are  empowered  by  the 
testimony  of  the  Spirit,  the 
intercession  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  persuasion  of  the  Spirit.  Let 
us  recommit  our  lives  to  living 
fives  that  exhibit  His  power! 

Daniels  is  pastor  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 


him  to  Christ  and  had  con¬ 
vinced  Onesimus  that  running 
away  from  his  problems 
wouldn't  solve  them.  Paul  con¬ 
vinced  Onesimus  to  return  to 
his  master,  but  Onesimus 
feared  for  his  fife.  So  Paul 
wrote  to  his  friend  Philemon  to 
help  him  understand  that 
Onesimus  was  now  a  brother 
in  Christ,  not  just  a  possession. 
What  a  difference  Onesimus' 
status  as  a  Christian  made  in 
his  relationship  to  Philemon. 
Now  both  of  them  were  mem¬ 
bers  of  God's  family  —  equals 
in  Christ.  Onesimus  realized 
that  he  had  wronged  his  master 
and  that  he  needed  to  make 
things  right  with  him.  Paul 
then  became  the  go-between. 
He  personally  guaranteed  pay¬ 
ment  of  anything  for  which 
Onesimus  might  De  responsi¬ 
ble.  Don't  you  laiow  that  Paul's 
faith  and  belief  in  Onesimus 
was  a  great  encouragement  to 
this  new  believer?  We  as 
Christians  need  to  also  show 
such  faith  and  belief  in  new 
converts,  regardless  of  their 
social  status  or  station  in  fife. 

Russell  is  member  of  First 
Church,  McComb. 
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A  portion  of  Hw  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  helpful 
medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 
June  1  -  30, 2003  Stanford  A  Family 

Father  of  Cbni  Majure 
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Trinity  BC-Vicksbuig  Billy  Marshall 
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Sgt.  Jonathan  Wyatt  Pearl  McAlpin 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  Gray  Ratliff 

Mr  Ken  Lauderdale  Mr.  Stanley  McAnally 

Curtis  and  Kaye  Mr.  James  W.  Kitchens 

Buchanan  Boyce  McBrayer 

Mazie  Gifford  Lever  Mrs.  Jean  Woodruff 

BiU  and  Anne  Parker  Mr.  BUI  McCormick 
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Kennedy  Kenneth  McCoy 
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The  Larry  B.  Gandy  Mr  A  Mrs  Stuart  Allen 

Family  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  E. 

Mrs.  Mary  Alice  Davis  Little  Fuqua 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mathis  Holt  Mrs.  Claudine  McCraw 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Harry  E  Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L. 

Johns  McPhail 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Slay  Mrs.  Johnie  Ruth 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rodis  E  McPhail 

Wheeler  Mr.  James  M.  "Jim” 

Mr.  Mary  E.  Conner  McCreight 

R.  W.  Little  Ms.  Audrey  L  HiU 

Civic  League  of  Mr.  Mike  Daughdrill 

Gulfport  W.  J.  McDade 

Van  Livingston  Mrs.  Eugenia  M. 

Bobbie  Dickey  Therrell 

Frances  Livingston  Mr.  Tabor  A.  McDowell,  Jr. 

Danny  Loflin  Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  M. 

Ms.  Dian  Smith  Harpole  A  Ellen 

Mrs.  Annie  Mae  Loyd  Mrs.  Marsha  Kenneth  A 

Unity  Baptist  Church  Scott 

John  Lucas  IV  Nellie  McKee 

Mrs.  Lucy  Dicker  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  D. 

Thomas  Lucius  Allen 

Mr.  James  C.  Peay  Mr.  Howard  McKenzie 

Willie  Margaret  Maguon  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy 

Mrs.  Pat  (Holden)  McDowell 


Analysis:  Scripture  exposes  false  prophets 

Bv  Justin  Peters  often  refers  for  inspiration),  and  congregation  on  some  of  the  Approach  with  cautioi 

Cnrreennnrhmt  he reoorts to jret "an anointing"  major  events  of  the  coming  preachers  who  claim  to  havi 
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UBJW  RB  ZK  EAP  EFIEA, 
JKW  EBJNA  RB:  LDF  EADI 
JFE  EAB  HDW  DL  RP 
OJFSJEZDK;  DK  EABB  WD 
Z  QJZE  JUU  EAB  WJP. 
COJURO 

EQBKEP-LZSB:  LZSB 
Clue:  L  =  F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  lames  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Proverbs  1 :5 


Fourth  and  final  in  a  series 

Both  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments  are  replete  with 
warnings  of  false  prophets.  The 
following  is  intended  to  provide 
biblical  criteria  for  dis¬ 
cerning  false  prophets 
and  teachers.  If  a  preach¬ 
er  engages  in  any  of  the 
following  behaviors,  be 
very  wary  of  him  or  her. 

•  Repeated  im¬ 
moral,  unbiblical 
behavior.  A  false 
prophet  may  be  detect¬ 
ed  dv  examining  his  p( 
moral  character.  If  a 
prophet  habitually  displays 
character  incongruent  witn  that 
of  God,  then  the  former  cannot 
speak  for  the  latter.  In  Jeremiah 
23:14,  God  speaks  of  prophets 
that  "commit  adultery  ana  live 
a  lie."  It  is  important  to  note 
that  it  is  spiritual  adultery,  not 
marital,  that  is  in  view. 

Evangelist  Benny  Hinn,  for 
example,  has  a  habitual  prob¬ 
lem  with  the  truth.  He  has  been 


from’  visiting  the  grave  of 
Aimee  Semple  McPherson, 
founder  of  the  Foursquare 
Gospel  movement  —  evidence 
that  Hum  has  delved  into  the 
biblically  forbidden  realm  of 
necromancy  (Deut.  18:10-11; 
Lev.  20:27;  Jer.  14:14). 

•  Prophesying 
under  a  false  god.  If  a 
prophet  worships  or 
prophesies  in  the 
name  of  a  god  other 
than  Yahwen,  then  he 
or  she  is  a  false 
prophet  (Jer.  2:8). 
Though  the  Word  of 
Faith  (WOF)  preachers 
m  will  not  do  this  explic¬ 
itly,  they  come  very  close. 

Hinn  once  related  to  his 
audience  that  he  learned  spiri¬ 
tual  truths  regarding  positive 
confession  not  from  God's 
Word  but  from  a  witch. 


Peters 


congregation  on  some  of  the  Approach  with  caution 
major  events  of  the  coming  preachers  who  claim  to  have 
decade.  Hinn  prophesied  that  regular  visits  from  the  super- 
Fidel  Castro  would  die  in  natural,  claim  to  have  a  special 


office,  the  U.S.  East  Coast  "anointing,"  claim  that  it  is 
would  be  ravaged  by  earth-  always  God’s  will  for  you  to  be 
quakes,  and  that  by  "'94  or '95,  healed,  claim  that  God  will 
no  later  than  that,  God  will  bless  you  when  you  "sow  a 
destroy  the  homosexual  com-  seed"  into  their  ministries 
munity  of  America  with  fire."  (rather  than  to  your  local 
Many  of  the  WOF  leaders  church),  or  try  to  send  you  an 
are  also  known  for  relating  anointed  "point  of  contact" 
false  visions  and  dreams  but  such  as  a  handkerchief,  prayer 
claim  for  them  divine  origins,  cloth,  vial  of  oil,  etc. 

The  Bible  does  not  smile  upon  Watch  also  for  those  preach- 
such  as  these  (Jer.  23:25-32).  ers  who  publicly  speak  in 
•  Revelation  Knowledge,  tongues  with  no  interpreter  or 
This  is  the  belief  that  God  who  engage  in  "slaying  in  the 
imparts  to  a  select  few  extra-  Spirit.”  Lastly,  remember  that 
biblical  knowledge  of  someone's  apparent  miracle- 
Himself  and  various  other  working  abilities  are  not  neces- 
spiritual  truths.  The  doctrine  sarilu  from  God  (Matt.  24:24). 
of  Revelation  Knowledge  Finally,  bothers  and  sisters, 
assumes  a  spirit/matter  dual-  I  leave  you  with  this  Scripture 
ism  in  which  the  spiritual  and  passage:  "Beloved,  believe 
physical  realms  are  forever  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the 
separate.  Therefore,  rational  spirits  whether  they  are  of 


caught  in  numerous  lies  about  nized  tests  for  a  false  prophet 
his  own  life  and  ministry.  He  is  whether  or  not  his  prophe- 
has  threatened  not  only  his  crit-  cies  come  to  pass  (Deut.  18:21- 
ics,  but  also  their  innocent  chil-  22).  At  his  church  on  Dec.  31, 
dren.  He  claims  to  have  been  1989,  Hinn  went  into  a  trance- 
visited  by  Elijah  and  the  late  like  stupor  during  which  God 
Kathryn  Kuhlman  (a  Word  of  supposedly  spoke  directly 
Faith  evangelist  to  whom  he  through  him  to  enlighten  the 


Evangelist  Creflo  Dollar's  Jesus,  thought  is  of  no  value  in  spir- 
who  came  not  as  God  but  only  itual  matters, 
as  a  man  whom  God  anointed,  Hinn,  under  the  authority  of 
is  not  the  Jesus  of  the  Bible.  Revelation  Knowledge,  has 
•  False  prophecies  and  taught  of  a  nine-member  Trinity, 
visions.  One  of  the  most  recog-  that  women  were  to  give  birth 
nized  tests  for  a  false  prophet  out  of  their  sides,  and  that  Adam 


working  abilities  are  not  neces¬ 
sarily  from  God  (Matt.  24:24). 

Finally,  bothers  and  sisters, 
I  leave  you  with  this  Scripture 
passage:  "Beloved,  believe 
not  every  spirit,  but  try  the 
spirits  whether  they  are  of 
God:  because  many  false 
prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world."  (1  John  4:1) 


•  False  prophecies  and  taught  of  a  nine-member  trinity,  Peters  is  interim  minister  of 

visions.  One  of  the  most  recog-  that  women  were  to  give  birth  education  at  First  Church, 
nized  tests  for  a  false  prophet  out  of  their  sides,  and  mat  Adam  Vicksburg.  He  holds  a  Master  of 
is  whether  or  not  his  prophe-  could  fly  to  the  moon.  One  can  Divinity  (M.Div.)  in  Biblical 
cies  come  to  pass  (Deut.  18:21-  see  how  rational  thought  might  Languages  and  a  Master  of 
22).  At  his  church  on  Dec.  31,  be  a  hindrance  to  the  WOF  Theology  (Th.M.)  from 
1989,  Hinn  went  into  a  trance-  teachers.  Was  it  not  Christ  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft. 
like  stupor  during  which  God  Himself  that  taught  us  to  love  Worth .  Peters  can  be  contacted  at 
supposedly  spoke  directly  God  with  all  of  our  heart,  soul,  (601)  636-2493  or  by  e-mail: 
through  him  to  enlighten  the  and  mind  (Matt.  22:37)?  jpeters@fbcvicksburg.org. 


teachers. 


Christ 


Christopher  Layton  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
by  First  Church,  Mendenhall,  on  August  24.  He  trav¬ 
els  throughout  the  southeastern  states  to  minister  to 
youth.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Gary  Permenter, 
Layton,  and  Kermit  D.  McGregor,  pastor. 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  Brookhaven,  ordained 
Shannon  Poole  and  Wayne  Foster  as  deacons  on 
August  24.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Poole,  Foster, 
andTimothy  McCaffrey,  pastor. 


A  _ _ _ 
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First  Church,  Taylorsville,  licensed  ministers 
Michael  Walker  and  Jared  Pierce  on  September  14. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Walker  and  Pierce. 

Mt.  Zion  Church,  Brookhaven,  licensed  Jamie 
Wallace  to  the  ministry  on  August  24.  He  is  cur¬ 
rently  serves  as  interim  pastor  of  Shady  Grove 
Church,  Lincoln.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Wallace 
and  Timothy  McCaffrey. 


Pocahontas  Church,  Clinton,  recently  ordained 
Gary  Taylor  as  deacon.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  his 
daughter  Rachel,  his  wife  Tina,  Taylor,  and  Michael 
Bird,  pastor. 

Hernando  Church,  Hernando,  licensed  Greg 
Hurt  to  preach  on  September  7.  He  has  served  as  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  and  deacon.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  James  Spencer,  pastor,  and  Hurt. 


Poole,  Foster,  and  McCaffery 


Jamie  Wallace  and  Timothy  McCaffery 


The  Taylor  Family  and  Michael  Bird,  pastor 


Permenter;  Layton,  and  McGregor;  pastor 


Michael  Walker  and  Jared  Pierce 


James  Spencer,  pastor  and  Greg  Hurt 
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